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to the Queens mo#t excellent Maieftie 
grace, mercie, and peace from God 
the Father, and from our Lord 
leſus Chriſt. 


il Mong the ſinnes in general 


e, weht) poſe 


J ſing our peruerſe nature ingra- 


4 CIOS | 
— titude chalengeth to hir ſelſe 


4 ſpeciall propertie in vs, a thing repugnant 
to reaſon diſagreeing to humanitie, and con- 
trarie ts the 4 euere of man: that 77 5 


* 


azreeth with humanitie, Nature her ſe fe 
may beſt be Indge, who hath not dealt ſo ſpa-' 
ring in beftowing of her gifts, but ſhe will 
cenſure him as moſt unkind whomſhie ta- 
keth tardie in this ſin of ingratitude.Which 
ſinne ( as it is common) ſo it is contagions, 
and hath infected many, and jet for my own 
part I deſire to be aſmuch as may be free frd 
itʒ which I ſhould hardly be, if I ſhould bu- 
rie ſo many fauours received from your mor- 
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ward Cooke Eſquier, Atturney Generall 
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N ip in the graue of "far etfulneſſe : where- 
7 i | 2 (in token of my a KA 1 = cds 
5 to publiſh this my poore talent vnder your . 
FR i oy he . 
a good acteptance, deſiring your fanorable . 
2 pardon. for the ſame. I — Iſtoode 
long in fuſpente with my ſelfe unto whom ? 
ſhould commit this ſmall trauell; but your 
wonted affection, and zeale towards the 
word ſoone ſtirred me 0p to preſent it vnto 
jou, not being much diſmaied hauing ſo ma- 
ny reaſons to induce me thereunto: among 
1K the reſt, this being one ofthe chiefeſt, name- | 
ly, your patient and godly attention whenit © 
mas 2 of whom I may ſay as Paul | 
ſaith to the 7 heſſalonians,you receinedit not | 
| 4s it was the word of man, but asit mas in- 
- x Theft. chap. deede the word of God. Thus with my hear- 
a.veri.tz. tie prayer onto Almightie God, that it will 
pleaſe his Maieitie to bleſſe jau with many 
oſperous yeares and duties in this life, and 
inthe end eternall life with eternall ioyes, I 
humbly take my leaue. 


Your worſhips moſt bounden 
to commaund 


Francis Bradley. 
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eAnd after the death of Ieboiada tame the 
Princes of Indah, an d did renerence ts the 
King, and the King barkened vmothens: 
And * left the houſe of the Lord God of 
their fathers, and . — and [dols, 
and wrath came upon Indah and leruſaltry, 
becaenſe of this their treſpaſſe. © *—- 


N N this portion of Sctipture 
(Right worſhipfull and beloued 
iin our Lord and Szhjjour Teſts | 

(SA, Chritt ) the ſpirit of Godſetreth * 
done the lamentable fall of a 

King Ioaſb vnto Idolatrie, which. was by the 

malice of Sathan effected by his Ptineeii but 

before we come to ſpeake of the wordes ſer 

downe in this Text; it ſhall not bee amiſſe to 5D 

conſider diuers circumfiances going befote,-' | © 

which are verie pertinẽt to this In which | 

eircumſtãces, firſt, we may obſerue the provi- 

dẽce of God — AR 
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»Chro.23.16. 


from the cruel! tyrannie of Athalia, who after 
che death of Abazreb hisfather, cauſcd all the 
kings lynagetobellaine; to the ende that ſhe 
might vſurpe the kingdome, and ſo raigne 28 
ouer ludab and leruſalem: Which 

thing ſhe brought to paſſe for a time, but the 
Lord who ouerthroweth the pratliſes of the 
wicked, x hẽ it ple aſeth him, deliuered thisyong 
infant out of her bloodie hands, by the good 
policic of /choſveba bis tathers ſiſtar, who did 
ftealethe child away, that he might not be 
ut to death according to the commandement 
of that bloodthirſtie woman, and cauſed him 
to he kept ſecretly in the bedchamber of the 
houſe of the Lord: All which time wic- 
ked Atbauia raigned ouer the people. But 
when the appointed time was come, and 
chat /oaſh being ofthe age of ſeuen years, that 
Grandcaptaine and holy high prieſt of the 
Lord ſehauada, brought fotib this child with 
great ſolemnnie, and cauſed him to be crow- 
ned king ouer the people: and commaunded 
the yſurping Queene to be pui to deatb, which 
thing was performed accordingly by the iuſt 
zudgement ol God; ſhe being troaden yodet 
the feete of horſes. And [eborgda made a co; 
uenant betweene him and the people, and the 
king, chat ihey ſhouldbe the Lords people, all 
whichtime the land inioyed her peace. And 
ſeboiada was protector to the king from time 
N to 
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to time, teaching him the feare ofthe Lord, in- 

ſomuch that the young king grew to be more 
forward in the Law of God giuen by Aar. 

as alſo in repairing of the Temple, then any 

of the Prieſts or Leuites, which zeale and for. + 

wardnes ofhis,contmued all the liſe tune of /e= 

boiada: which forwardnes of King ſaaſb in re. 

ligion and repairing of the Temple, as alſo the 
bloodic Tragedy of Athalia, with the courage 

and boldnes of /eboiads, I will referre you to 

the chapter going before, as alſo this, out of 

which I haue choſen my Text, with the 1 t. 

and 12. chapters of che 2. booke ofthe Kings, 

wherethe holy Ghoſt hath moſt largely and 

amplie ſee downethis hiſtotie vnto vs 

Now let vs come to the words as they lie in 

order to be handled , and aſter the death of la- 

boiada, &c. In theſe words I obſerue, ſiue ſpe» 

ciall circumſtances ; the three firſt are contai- 

ned in the 17. verſe, the other two in the 18. 

verſe. In che firſt there is offered vnto our 
conſiderations by the holy Ghoſt, the time 

when theſe princes came to ſeduce ſaaſb, and 
chat is ſet down in theſe words, After tbe deeb 
of lehoiada came the princes of lade, & c. ; | 
In the ſecond, we are to confider the manner 4 
of their comming in theſe words: And they did 
rexerimce onto the King: In the third, the wil- 
ling and readie conſemcof the King vnto their 
counſell in theſe words: And tb ung heare 
. 44 had 
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bened unto theres, In the fourth is ſet downe 
the matter, wherein the king obeyed them, in 
theſe words, Avdrhey left the houſe of the Lord 
God ef their fathers,and ſerued groxes & dels: 
In the fift and laſt is ſer downe the iuſt iudge · 
ment of God, againſt the king, Princes and 
,for their rebellion and diſobedience, in 
theſe words. And wrath came d pon /uda and 
Ternſalem, becauſe of this their treſpaſſe. 
Concerning the firſt which is the time, wher- 
in Sathan ſtirred vp his inſtruments, to wit, 
theſe princes of Iuda to alienate and withdraw 


the heart ofthis yong king, from the true feare 


and ſeruice of God, wherin he was trained v 
by Gods high Prieſt, it is ſaid to be after ydeat 
of ſeboiada. By which practiſe of Satã we may 
ſee that to be verified in this king, which Peter 
ſpeaketh of in his firſt Epiſtle and laſt chapter, 
7b Diuell our aduerſarie walketh about lke 
4 rearing Lion, ſeeking about whom be may de- 
wore; And therefore the Apoſtle willeth vs 
to watchand.be ſober, a verie neceſſarie ad- 
monition for vs, ſeeing the nature of man isſo 
inclinable ynto that which is euill. But if it be 
demaunded why theſe Princes did not goe a- 
bout to put this matter inpraRiſe beforeʒ l an · 
ſwere according to the prouerbe, thete was a 
hatch before the doore, that is, Jeboiadas was 
living;and therefore they knew , that Gods 
high Prieſt would not ſuffer ſo vild a thing — 


be attempted, but rather would reſiſt their en- 
terpriſe; And therefore they watched. their 
time, when there was a doore opened vm 
them, by the death of /eho:ads. Thus forthe 
molt part the enemies of the Goſpell waiteth 
their leaſons, when they may do moſt hurt: v- 
ſing alſo the meanes by the which they may 
belt preuaile againſt the trueth. The which 

actiſe of theirs, | meane their forwardneſle 
in wickedneſſe, ſhould teach us to be the more 
watchfull ouer our ſelues and othery, then we 
are. For if Sathan and his inſtruments, to wit, 
the aduerſaries of the grace of God, will vie 
the henefite of the time, againſt che Truerhy 
bow much more ought we, that are Chriſtians 
to take heed, that wee ſuffer not fo precious a 
thing as time, to be pretermitted. bur rather we 
ſhould ſtirre vp out ſelues, u hile it is called ta 
day, · to make our laluation ſure, leaſt wee be 
ſhut out of the Lordes reſt, and the doote of 
his mercy bolted v _ vs,and we kaock- 
ing to be let in, it ſhalbe ſaid vnto vs, Deparr 


from me, ye that works iniquitie, Againe, let vs path. . j3·-. 


conſider when it was that the children oſ Iſra· 
el fel away to groſſe Idolattie, and worſhipped 
the goldẽ calſe, which they conſtrained Harov 
to make, and we ſhall find it was euen ia the 


abſence of Moſes, hee being vpon Mount Exod.32. 


Sina with the Lord, to receiue the ta Tables 
of che Jeſtimonie: a fic oportunitie for Sathan 
: to 
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to bring them to Idolatric, When was it that 
the tempter came to our Sauiour Chriſt and 
willed him to commaund ſtones to be made 
bread, euen when our Sauiour had faſted ſortie 


duayes and fortie nights, and was at the laſt hun- 


grie ? When was it that Dan committed a- 
dukerie with Betihſbalu, not when he followed 
Gods enemies and hisinbatraile,buteuenthen 
when he tooke his eaſe at home, in his pallace, 
and walked vpon the tooſe thereof ? So lon 

as Fampſon ſought with the vneircumciſ 

Philiſt ines, and imployed his time 1 his 
enemies, he could not be taken of them, but 
after he gaue himſelte toidleneſſe, and ſlept in 
the lappe of Dalalab his harlot, hee was taken 
and made blind by the Philiſtines. King Selo- 
mou, aſter he had left off to build the Temple, 
hee was ſeduced and brought to Idolatrie by 
women. When was it that Simon Peter deni- 
ed and forſware his Maſter, not ſo long as he 
was in his companie, but after our Sauiour 


| Chriſt was taken by the high Prieſts, and hee 


— warming himſelſe in the high 
Prieſts hall, be had ſoone forgot his promiſe 


vnto Chriſt, and before the cocke crew he de · 
nyed him thrice? And therefore let vs watch 
ouer our ſelues, and keepe watch and 
ward at all times, and in all places, leaſt we be 
ſound of our Arch- enemy ynarmed, and let vs 
buckle on qu atmour of proofe, that the dan 

gerous 


hind * — 
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gerous blowes of Sathan, do not it: for 
as I haue ſaid before,be watcheth his time when 
he may beſt cake vs, at an aduantage, like a 
— Fence, who will be ſure to 
a venie, if at any time we lie vnto 
fo. —— we — 
of the tal of good men, may be looking glaſſes 
ſor vs all, wherein we may ſee what feiband 
blood is, without Gods ſpirit aſſiſting vs. For 
who is more holiet then was David, of whom 
the Lotd ſaid, he was a man after his own hart: 
or who more ſtronger then Sampſon, or who 
more wiſer then Salomos: ot who louedChriſt 
more then Peter: and yet all theſe ſlipped and 
troad awrie? So that there is not any man that 
can aſſure himſelſe of ſtanding no, not the ho- 
ly father the Pope himſelſe. And thereſore 
truely is it ſaid, from hence commeth all miſc. 
chiefe, enen nh men ſlept, the evemie came || 
and ſawed tare: among the wheate, and went — 
bis may : when men runne not forward in the 
race of their ſaluation, the diuell laboureth 
to worke their deſtruction, as afterward it may 
are, by the fall of this King, which by 
Gods iuſt iudgement was ſlaine by his one 
ſeruants, and the Princes deſtroyed, and the 
people delivered vp into the bandes of the A- 
ramites, and ſo the land was depriued of their 
gouernours, and peaceable gouernemenrt 
Thus beloued we ſhal heate, chat checaking 
| , _ _ 
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away of gouernours , and the want of godly 
gouernement, is one of the greateſt puniih- 
ments that the Lord vſcth to inflict vpon the 
land, as it appeareth in Eſay, wberethe Lorde 
thre atneth, that forthe ſinne of the people, he 
will appoint children to be their Princes, and 
babes to raigne ouet them, and the people ſhal 
be oppreſſed ode of another, which puniſh- 
ment the Lord in his mercy hath kept from vt, 
vntill this day. ü 

For the which wee haue iuſt cauſe to giue 
laude and praiſe vnto God, ho hath ſo myta - 
culouſlydefended our gratious Queene, from 
the hands of all her enemics, in deſpight of 
their beards, whom the Lord ſtill continue a+» 
mongſt vs, that ſhe may bean old nourſing 
mother in Iſrael, for his Chtiſt his ſake. . God 
(we muſt needsconfeſſe)hath taken away ma- 
ny — leboiadaes out of this land, I meane 
godly and ſage Counſellours, which no doubt, 
is an argument of his diſpleaſure againſi vs for 
ſinne, and yet what people or nation vnder the 
heauens, haue enioyed that peaceable and chri- 
ſtian gouvernement fo long time, as wee haue 
done, and at this preſene do enioy, by the 
meanes of our bleſſed Debora. 

Thus we haue ſeene what hath fallen out in 
their times, which may be ſufficient motiues 
vnto vs, not to detract the time any longer, but 
as we are forward, in the obſc;uation of the 

times 
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times and ſeaſons, in our outward trauaile and 


labours; ſo let vs make benefite of this precious 
time of the Goſpell, that thereby wee may be 
made fitre for Gods kingdome, when we 

be called hence. Thus I will conclude this cir- 
cumſtanee in a worde, obſeruing this, that as 
the Angels of God could do nothing in puni- 


ſhing of Sodom, vntill Let was gone out vnto Gen. 15. 22. 


little Zoar: no more could theſe Princes ſeduce 
Isaſb, vatill /eboiads was gone to God, after 
which time, they preuailed with the King, and 
brought him to Idolatrie: as wee ſhall after. 
wards heate. And thus much for the firſt cir- 
cumſtance, concerning the time, wherein theſe 
Princes are ſaid to come vnto the King. 

Now followeth the ſecond, whichis the ma · 
ner of their comming, and they did rexerence 
vnto the King : which is a cettaine outward 
obedience, which they ſhewed, vndet the co- 
lour of ſubmiſſion, which humilitie and obey- 
{ance of theirs, was vicd partly, aſter an hypo- 
ctitic all mannet, to ſleale away the heart of the 
King vnto Idolatrie: which hath bin a perilous 
practiſe in all ages, and therefore the Apoſile 
Paul in his Epiſtle tothe Coloſſians admoni- 


ſheththem to tale beed of thoſe falſe brethren, Col cap. ac. 


who vnder the colour and of humili- 
tie, labour to eſtrange and dtawe them backe 
fro Chriſt. But Iwil give you the words, as they 
ue ſet downe in the Epiſtle, which are theſe. 


And 
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Andtbis I ſay, laaſt ary man ſhonld begwile 
you, with enticing wordt: and agayne, Let u 
men at hu plea ſure, bearerule ever you by hm 
bleneſſe of mind, If you teade the whole 
Chapter, you may ſee, how carefull the Apolile 
is, leaſt they ſhould be cotrupted by falſe bre- 
thren, and ſo depriuedof their Crowne, by the 
ſubultic and counterfeit humilitie of ſome, 
who laboured to draw them to the worſhip- 
ping of Angels, or to tie them to ceremonies 
and types in the Law , which were abrogated 
and ended in Chriſt, and were but ſhadowes of 
things to come. If the Apoſtle had this care, 
that hee would not haue them to receiue any 
thing, ſeeme it neuer ſo little contrary to the 
Analogie of ſaith, in the profeſſiõ of the (j oſpel 
and the true worſhip of God,. how much more 
ought weto have a ſpecial care, that we fal noe 
away from grace in Chtiſt Teſus. Well, let vs 
now ſee further, how dangerous theſe flatte- 
ring hypocrites be, in the Churchof God, and 
inthe common wealth : ſurely it many times 
fallethout, thatthe very concen and good o- 
pinion, that we take of ſome, doth much blind 
our eyes, that wee ſeldome or neuer examine 
their pecuiſh counſell giuen vntovs, whether 
it be of God or no: but their ſpeeches they are 
as authenticall with vs almoſt, as the articles of 
our faith, This is not to trie the ſpirites whe 
ther they be of God or not. Thus was King 
| Darius 
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Darius circumvented by the flatterie oſ his no- 
bles, in making and ſealing a decree againſt his 
ſubiect Daniel. they no doubt perſwading him, 
that it would be a matter of great policie, for 
the trying of the obedience of his new ſub- 
ies, and that by that meanes he ſhould finde 
ont thoſe that were diſobedient, which would 
tend greatly to his good; when as indeed, their 

urpoſe was nothing els, but to deſtroy Dani» 
el. The Prophet David complaineth of thoſe. 
flatterers which were in his time, as appea- 
reth in the twelueth Pſalme, ſaying : They 


ale deceitful enery one unto bis neighbour, Por 2; 


attering with their lippe t. and iFeaking with 4 
dowble heart: but in the next verie he _—_ The 
Lord cut off all flattering lippes, and the tongue 
that ſpealęth proud * — 


Prophet cryeth out againſt theſe deceiuert, Lee 


exery one take heed of bis neighbour, and truſt 
Jon not m ny brother, for enery brother will vſe 
deceit, and enery friend will deals deceirfully, 


ler 


and enery one will deceinehis friend, and wi! 


not ſpeakg the traeth, for they haus taught their 
tongues to ſpeabe tes, and take great paynes to 
dowickedly. By which place of Scripture wee 
may ſee, how commona thingitis, formen 
to worke wickedneſſe, and how hard a matter 
it is ſor men to deale faithfully one with ano- 
ther. This was not only the ſiune of the Iewes. 

which were then the people of God, and —_ 
; N 
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the Lorde had choſen vnto himſelfe, from 


mongſt all the nations of the earth; but it is 
now as comms amongſt vs that are Gentiles, 
who haue taken vpon vs the profeſſion of the 


. Goſpell, Alſo wee reade that our Sauiour 


Chrift was betrayed by the flatterie of /adas, 


ſor the Euangeliſſ ſaith, that he came vnto his 


Maſter ith theſe wordes : God ſane thee ma- 


fer, and kiſſed him. We may reade alſohow 


Daxid that holy man was ſeduced by the flat · 
terie and deceiueable ſpeeches of Ziba,who ac- 
cuſed Mephiboſheth his goed ſubiect, and by 
him hee was moued to giue away the lands of 
Mephiboſheth vnto that fawning and flatte- 
ring ſyccphant Ziba. And ſureßy, if we will 
take a litle paynes in reading the Scriptures, we 
ſhall find how theſe flatteters crept into Prin- 
ces Courtes, as into the Court of King Saul, 
who was the firſt King that raigned ouer Iſra- 
el; who had Doeg and others ready to accuſe 
Danid vnto the King. Alſo king Reboam had 
his flatterers,who cauſed him to ſpeake rough- 
ly vnto his people: and ſo Darius as we haue 
heard before, had many about him, that ſought 
the death of Daniel. We reade alſo of Jerobo- 
am, ho had Ama iab at his elbow to accuſe 
Amos the Prophet. Alſo wee reade in Exra 
of Rebum the Chauncellour and Shunſbay the 
Scribe withthe reſt of their companions, who 
writ vnto Arta ſhaſiue che king, accuſing t — 

inhabi- 
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inhabitants of ludea & leruſalem ofrebellion, 
againſt the King and Princes of the land. But 
what ſhould we ſpeakeof more examples out 
of the Scripture, when we haue daily expeti- 
ence that teacheth vs, that there is nothing 
more common at this day then flatterie and 
deceipt, which men carry vnder the cloake of 
humilitie, and vſe it as the chiefeſt weapon 
to fight againſt the children of God, The olde 
prouerbe being verified in them, that vader 
green leaues lieth hiddenthe vipereus Serpent, 
of whom if we take not heed, and be very wa- 
rie we may be ſtung vnto death. So if we 
take not heed of theſe flattering Sycopbants, 
which are the diuels inſtruments, we may be 
brought to confuſion of bodie & ſoule, which 

many times commethto paſſe by their ſmooth 

perſwaſions and ſweet inchantments. And yet 

. theyareſuch as beare the world in handy they 
are friends to religion, when as their purpole 
is no thing elſe but theouerthrow of the ſame, 
Theſe men they ſhroud themſelues in the very 
boſome of the Church, ſo that they may well 
be comparedto theſe falſe brethren which ſe/ 
duced the Galathians, aſterthat they had recei- 
ued the Goſpell fromthe Apoſtle Saint Paul, 
which ſalſe teachers corrupted the pure doc · 
trine of the holy Ghoſt, and ioyned with iti, 

the obſerving of diuets ceremonies, which they Gal. i. 
32 B taught 


— 


— — 
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ravght as neceſſarie to ſaluation. Wherefore 
the Apoſtle Saint Pas feemeth to wonder at 


1 
—— 


their ſoda ine chaunge , and therefore in his 


Epiſtle to them, after his ſaluracion he repre- 
hendeth them after chis manner, I meruaile, 
ſaith he, that you ate ſo ſoone remoued away 
vmo anotherGoſpel from him that hath called 
you in the grace of Chriſt, which is not ano- 
ther Goſpell, ſane that there be ſome that tou - 
ble you, and intend to peruert the Goſpell of 
Chriſt. Iherfore if we or an Angel from heauen 
ach vnts you otherwiſethen that which we 

ue preached vnto you, let him be accurſed. 
Thus we haue heard what flatterers haue 
been in the Church of God from time to time, 
laboutingto ſeduce and draw Gods children 
from true religion and his ſeruice: which may 
be a ſofficient warning vnto vs as we haue ſhe · 
wed before, left we be carried away vnto falſe- 
hood, and become irreligious and proſane, im- 
bracing the doctrine of diuels, for the doctrine 
of Chrift . Which many times falleth out a- 
mongſt vs for want of due care had ouer our 
ſelues: and thereſore it will not be amiſſe for 
vs, to auoid, as much as may be, the company 
of the wicked, leaſt by our ſocietie with them, 
webedrawneto ioyne with them in their cor- 
rupt religion, as alſo in a profane conuerſa- 
tion. Let ys take heed that we lend not our 
| cares 
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eares to the —— dont thoſe Syrens, 
whaſe ſongs may breed a ſweer delight in vs, 
and yet our deſtruction may beat hand. Thus 
we will conclude this ſecond point, that as 46. 

ſolon by the courteous carriage of himſelfe 
ſale away the hearts of his fathers ſubiecte, ſo 
theſe Princes by their reuerent behauiour, fiole 
away the heart of this king from his God. And 
ſo much for the ſecond circumſtance, 
New foloweth the thrre circũſtancę in theſe 
words, Aud the King harkened vnto th. Which 
is as much a5 if the holy Ghoſt had ſaid, he se- 
cepted of cheis counſell, and being deluded — 
them, he declined from the true ſetuice of God, 
wherein he 1 all his lifetime 
by [chorada the high Prieſt, and was now fallen 
2 We muſt not chinke that it was vnla w- 
full forthe King to beate them, for in that be 
heard their counſel he ſinned not. but in that he 
obeyed them, and was contented to be led hy 
them vnto Idolatrie, thereby he incurred the 
wraih of God, and brought a heauie judge- 
ment vpon bimſelſe and his ſubiects: And ther- 
fore it is the part of all good chtiſtians and lo- 
wing ſubiectsto pray to God, and thet con- 
tinually, thut it M ould pleaſe his Maieſtie ſo to 
—— all chtiſtian kings and princes of the 
wich the ſpirit of Wiſedome and diſcer- 


ning, thut they may * and flie the dange- 
4 n 2 


rous 
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814 tous allutements of the wicked, whom tlie 


« Lordfometime ſuffereth to fit in the place of 
Magiſeacie euen tobe a rod ſor ihe people. For 
i Salomon faith, I haue ſeen ſernants ow horſes c 
2118 Princes wb as ſeruãts onthe groũd, u Hichſay- 
ingof Salomen may be thus vnderſtood, V ſom. 
time both inthe Church and Commonwealth, 
the vun worthie and vnfit ones are preferred be · 
fore the Worthie: and being ſet at the ſſetne 
of the ſhip, they like vnskilfull Pylots ſuffer the 
ſhip to go to wracke, But in this thing we muſt 
not thin be the hand of Cod tobe wanting, but 
that hee by his prouidence, vſeth them as a 
ſcourge to correct his people, as he vſed Na- 
bncadnezer and Senacherib and diuers others, 
to aſtli& and perſecute the ſtubborne and 
diſobedient Tewes : andſi therefore Dauid his 
counſell is to be liſtned into, whereas he ex- 
hottethall kings and rulers of the earth to ſub- 
mit themſelues vnder the hand of God, in theſe 
words. Be wiſe now therefore ye Kings;buloar- 
Plal.2.10. ned yer /ndges of the earth, ſerus the Lori in 
euros. oe 
5 And therefore if there be any that wil leame 
true wiſedome, and be truly wiſe, they muſt be 
Gods ſchollers, they mull bee contented to 
heare him, ſpeaking vnto them out of his word, 
And ſo ſoon as they know, that it. is the voice 
of God, their auſ wer muſt he obedience — 


; 
f 
| | Prou.10,7 
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muſt ſay with Sawnel,ſpecke on Lord, thy ſer 71. Sam. 3. 10. 
want heareth. Thus we mult. ur eares 
ynto God when he ſpealeth vnto us by his mi- ; 
niſters whom he hathplaced over vs, forour in- _ 
ftrugion, When the people of Iſtael were ta. 1 
inioy that good land whichthe Lord had pro- 
miſed them by the right of inheritance, and 
had deſtroyed many nations & kings for their 
ſakes,what did the Lord require of them in lieu 
of his wonderous workes, which he wroughe 
vpon Pharas & the Aegyptians, & Sheoyking 
of the Amorits whichd welt at Heſhbon, ai 5 
Og the king of Baſan, and tooke theix Cities, 
and diuided them among the tribes ot Iſtael 
as we may read in Det. Truly hee requireth Deut. 3. 
this, that they would hatken vnto his lawes or- 
dinances, and ſtatutes which he gaue them. by 
the hand of Moſes bis ſeruant whom be had 
placed ouet them in authoritie, as appeareth 
further in the next chapter ofthis hooße: xhere 
hee thus ſpeàketh vnto the people from the 
Lord. Nom thercfare hearken, O Iſrael, un- 
to the ordinances, and to the lamet which I ty 4 
teach you, to doe them, that ye may line and 
in aud.paſſeſſe that land which the Lord God 
of your fathers gineth yon: And again heſauh, 
Keepe them-thorfore and do them, for that is 
your wiſedome and your vnderitanding in the. 
fight of the peop'e, which ſhall htare of all theſe 
; * ordinate 


Deur.28, 


Deur.y, 
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ordinances, and frall ſay onelythis prople irwiſe, 
and of vnderftanding, and a great nation, cho, 
Thus everic one from the higheſt to the loweſt, 

muſt hearken to the la wes of God ſer downe 
ents them in his word to do them, for this is 
te wiſedome, and true radefianding both 
beforeGodand men. Vea other nations ſhall 
beconſirainedto acknowledge and conſeſſe 
that this our people & nation is a wiſe people, 
and ofvndeſſanding: yea further the Lord ma» 
keth moſt ſweer promiſes vnto the, ifthey wil 
derben to his lawesto do chem. as we may 
read in theſame booke, where alſo he doth de · 
noutice & threaten to lay his curſes yponthem 
whichdothe contratie. And againe inthe fifth 
of thisbooke, when Moſes was to deliuet the 
law written in Tables of fone, which be 
had received of the Lord to deliver vnto Iſrael, 

he called all the people together, and ſaid vmro 
chern. rare, Ol ſrati ibe ordinances and lawes 


which Tprepoſe to 3 And againe in 


the next chapter he hath the like words — 
Heere therfore, O Iſrael and tale beed to do u. 
And #gainhe fait are O Iſrael the Leder 


God's 8 .Andthus as Moſes laboured 
— — of aride apply their eares & 
to heare andto do that which he taught 
them from the Lord: euen ſo ſhould wen 
the ſame, and lay them vpin our _—_ 50 
e 


vnto 


23 
bleſſed Aerie, and ponder them to our fur - LI. 
ther comfort. But i is the nature of man, to 
haue his cares open, to heate the oounſell of 
men many times before the counſel of God, 
and according to the affection we beare 


them, ve are contẽted to ſuffet our ſelues 


tobe led by them, whetherit be withor againſt 
the truth: whereby many times x fall eth out to 
our ouetthrow & deſtruction as we ſhal here» 
aſter heare. 

Nov let vs confider the manifold dangers, 


which we make ourſclues ſubiect vnto, by len- 


ding our cares to the counſell of wicked men. 


Salomon ſaith, (an a man carrie fire in bis bo- 


ſome, & not be burnt No more canweimbrace Prou. 5. 27. 


wicked counſell, bat we bring dam 


— 
our ſelues. As appearethby the example of &. 


vnto 


boam the king of lirael, who refuſed the coun» 
ſell ofthe graue and wiſe ancients, who willed 
him to ſpeake kindly, and deale lovingly with 


thoſe that came vnto him; bur n 
their counſel he took the aduice of 


rae 


deſperate youths , who aduiſediniem-to ſpeake 


roughly 


ot churliſnly vnto them, ſaying , Ady 


te eit part ſual be beauier iben y father s loyues: 


if my father didchaffice you with rods j wil vor- 
4 
Deu was rent a ſunder, 7 che Tribes 

> 4 


doweda 


t; Ihe kingdome of 
I. 
xacl 
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rael diuided. Alſo weread of the young Pro- 


phet, being perſwadedto eate bread by the old 
Prophet, where the Lord had commanded the 


. contrarie, and by that meanes he procured to 


himſelſe a fearefull death, being ſlaine with a 
Liõ. So Michaiah was peiſwaded by the kings 
Chamberlaine to ſpeak vnto the king like vnto 
all the reſt of the Prophets, whoſaid vnto him 
by theſe words, iet thy words be Ithe vnto theirs: 
and ſurely he had many reaforis to move him 
thereunto, among the which, this might be one 
ſpeciall reaſon, that there was 400. Prophets 
that conſented and ioyned together, to ſpeake 
good vnto the king . 2. Another reaſon was 
this,thathe was aduiled by a great courtier, and 
a man of account, but this aboue all, might bea 
ſufticient motiue to induce him, chat to contra- 
dict the counſel of ſo many prophets might coſt 
bien his life. But Michah had learned thisleſion, 
that he muſt not follow a multitudeto do evill, 
and therefore hee returned this anſwere, 4s 
the Lord liueth, what the Lord ſpeabeth unto 
we, that will I ſpeake: Andtherfore we are not 
to follow high nor low, young nor old, friend 
nor kinſman, any further, then is agreeable to 
the word of our eternall God. Nay we are 
not to follow the godly any further then 
follow Chriſt. For Paul biddeth vs to follow 
him, an he was a follower of Chriſt, Then mock 
x lefle 
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leſſe may we follow the counſelof wicked and 
prophane men. Furtherlet vs heate whaty Lord 
laub by Moſes vnto Iſrael: f thy brother the 
ſonne of thy mat her, or thme owne ſonne, or thy 
daugbter, or thy wife that lieth in thy boſome, or 
thy friend that is vntotheeas thine own ſoule in. 
tice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let vs go and ſerne o- 
ther Gods c. thou ſhalt not con ſent unto him, 
nor beare him, neyther ſhall thine eye pit ie him, 
thy hand ſhall be fir ſt vpon him, meaning to ſee 
him puniſhed : So that we ſee, that wicked 
counſell, ſpecially in the ſeruice and worſhip of 
God, mult not go ſcot- free or vnpuniſhed: 
how much leſſe are we to ſuffer our ſelues, to 
be ledde as captiues by them, howſocuer they 
ſeeme to affect vs:for it is the polic ie of Sathan 
many times, to vſe thoſe that are neere vnto vs 

to alienate and dra our hearts from God and 
that wee ſhould not perſoutme thoſe things 

which the Lord hath commanded vs, as it a 

peareth by the practiſe of Sathan, who vſed Pe. 
ter the Apoſtle tb [tay our Sauiour Chriſt from 
Ieruſalẽ, as the Euangeliſt recordeth,that when 

our Sauiour begi to tel his Diſciples ol his go- 

ing to Ieruſalẽ, and of his ſuffering there: Peter 

tooke him aſide, and began to rebuke him, ſay- 

ing: Maſter, pitis ihy ſelfe ibis ſball vos be unto 
thee, then our Sauiour looked back & ſaid vnto 
him, Get thee behind mg Sat han, thos art an ef- 
| fence 


— — 
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| 'ﬀ — we becauſe thew vader/[3deſt met the 
| FG things that are of Gad, but the things that are ef 
| , wen. Againe, we may reade in Amos of politike 
87 / Amazia,who gaue counſell vnto the Prophet | 
1 eAmos,to flee into the land of Iuda, and there 
1 to eate his bread, and to prophecic, vſing theſe 
. words as a reaſon to perſwade him, that it was 
| | | the Kings chappell and che Kings court: A- 
0 mar fearing that his prophecying chere, 
| might be a meanes to tume the King, but the 
1 . Prophet was fo farre from heatkening vnto 
| bim, that hee thundred Gods iudgements a- 
1 gainſt him, ſaying : Thus ſayth the Lorde, thy 
1 Amos 7.12.13. 17% ſball he a har lot in the cirie and thy ſounes 
1 and thy daughters ſhall fall by the ſword, aud 
þ thy land ſhall be diuided by ne, and thou pale 
149 dis in a pollutod land, and I ſrael ſpall ſarely go | 
| into eaptinitte forth aus ibis land. Thus 10 wee 
| will be Chriſts ſouldiers, and ſtand for him and 
the glory of our God, let vs ſet our ſelues a- 
gainſt Sathan and his inſtruments, putting vp- 
on vs our ſpirituall armour, · and not fearing 
them, but as Chriſt commanded hs to learne 
| Mah. 11. of him humilitie, ſo let vs alſo learne of him 
| courage and boldneſſe, to teſiſt mndreprehend 
| (as hee did Peter ) their wicked counſel , who 
ſpeake vnto vs from Sathan, that ſent them, 
f. pet a. or els their counſel is carnalʒ but as Peter ſaith, 
that fleſoly buſts fight againſt — 
y 


—_——__. —_— A. 


ly eounſel fights againſt the ſoule: and as Sals · 
mon faith, Av angrie countenance drineth a> 


— 


and a ſharpe reprehenſion driueth away a 
werldly, fleſhly and diuelliſh counſellour. 
What gayned Abab by following the counſel 
of leſabrl,in taking away the vineyard of Ne- 
both? turely his te ward was death, the Lorde 
meeteth with tus wickednefle, that he, being in 
his chariot, uotwichſtanding his armour, hee 
vas ſlaine with an arrow , which pearced the 
ioyntes of his brigandyne: the like iudgement 
the L ond inſticted vpon ibu his ſonne by 


ſhing of Jeſabe/ Ababs counſeſlout, whom he 
commanded tobe calt out of the window,and 
the bellies of hungtie dogs became rhe ſepul- 
chre of her corps, 


of Amelreh ſot oppoſing himfelfe againſt Iſta- 
el, fo the Lord hath recorded the wickedneſſe 
of Abab, lerum and /eſabel, and ſent his Pro. 
phet to ſoretell the iudgements that ſhould en- 
ſue. What ſueceſſe had Abſolow in following 
the counſel of Acbitapbei ? norwrhfianding 
the ſcripture reporteth of him to he a man of 
fingular benutie and louelineſſe, and yet the 
earth reſuſed any longet to beare him, and che 
Keauens would not rec eſue him, and 
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way 4 ſlaxndering tongue: ſo anangrie rebuke Pro. ax. 


1. Reg 32, 


lebu, vhom the Lord vſed further in the punts . Reg. 3. 


And as the Lord recorded the wickedneſſe rod 27. 
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he hanged berwixtheauen & earth by the haire 
of the head, whole example may be a looking 
olaſſe for all ſuch monſters, who are ſo in loue 


withtheirlocks, that they beſtow more time in 


trimming of them, then in any exerciſe of re- 
ligion: and Acbirophel his counſeller hanged 
himſelfe; a iuſt reward for rebels and traytors. 
The Prophet Dauid foreſceing the manifold 
dangers, and miſchiefes that men fall into by 
walking in the counſell of wicked men, begin- 
neth thus. Bleſſed is that man that walketh not 
in the counſell of the vngodly : which bleſſed- 
nes the Lord graunt vnto all them that feare 


him. ' 


Now as we haue heard how dangerous out- 
wardenemies are vnto vs,and how they labour 
by all wayes and meanes to ouetthrow religi- 
on both generally and particularly, ſo we muſt 
alſs be very watchſull, ouer our home · bred e- 
nemies, which is our one concupiſcence, and 
the vnto wardnes of our cottupt nature, which 
maketh continuall warre againſt the ſpirit: and 
therefore it is very neceſſary, that wee ſhould 
labour to expell thaſe traytors out of vs, or els 
it will litile boote vs to 5 aht againſt the ene- 
mies abroad. And therefore one ſaith, it is in 
yaine to fight againſt the enemie in che field, if 
we harbour a ttaytor within the wals. There 
is no worſe counſeller, then that which we ca- 

tie 
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tie about with vs, which are as dangerous vn- 
to vs, as the counſellours of 4hab and Herod, 
which is our corrupt affections, whichis well 
called of one, a domeſticall traytor, and a ſedi- 
tious counſeller, for that it walketh, ſtandeth, 
ſitteth, ſleepeth and dwelleth with vs, The A- 
poſtle S. Paal willeth the Galathians to wall 
in the ſpirite, and then you ſhall not ( ſaith he) 

fulfill the laſtes of the fleſh, for the fleſh luſtetb 

againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit agaunſt the fleſb, 
But the holy Apolile in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 


maines doth moſt notablie handle at large this Rom. 3. 


combate betweene the ſpirite and the flefh, 
where the Apoſtle btingeth in his owne deeds, 
to be contrary to the will of the ſpirit, Now 
if this bleſſed Apoſtle and elect ſeruant of 
God, who was regenerate by the power of the 
ſpirite, did find in himſelſe this imbecillicie and 
weakeneſſe, how much more may we behold 
in our ſelues our groſſe impieties and manifold 
rebellions agaiaſt our mercifull father, and 
ſweete Sauiour Chriſt, whoſe ſides and heart 
we newly pearce, crucifying againe the Lord 
of life. Let vs therefore not onely croppe the 
branches of ſinne, as to abſtaine os the out- 
ward ſhew of euill, but let vs labour rather to 
plucke vp ſinne by the rootes in our ſelues, fo 
that we may wholy giue ouer our ſelues not as 


ſetuants to ſinne, but as ſeruants to tigbteouſ- 
neſſe, 
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neſſe, praying vnto God continually for the 
affitance of his holy ſpitite, ſo that all our 
thoughtes, woads, works and wayes, may be 
ordered by the rule and ſquare ot his bleſſed 
and revealed word: and let vs bring our acti- 
ons to the touchſtone which is the word of 
God, that we may trie them as gold is tryed in 
the furnace : and let vs be like vnto /ob, that as 
he made 8 couenant with his eyes, fo let vs 
make a couenant with out heartes, that wee 
ſuffer them not to ſtray from the commande- 
ments of the Lord. For oũr heart is the foun- 
taine from whence ſpringeth all our actions, 
whether they be or euill. And this is a ge · 
nerall diſeaſe among vs at this day, the worſer 
ſort are not onely infected u ith it, but many of 
the better ſort can be content to beate a gene- 
rall good liking towards the word of God and 
his commandements, but ſeldome ot neuer do 
they labor to approve their hearts before God, 
in the performance of theit ſeuerall duties, 
whichthey owe vnto God or vntotheir bre- 
thren ; but they rather content themſelues, with 
the very name or title of Profeſſors of the Goſ. 
ll, when as in the meane time, they ought to 
aue conſidered, that the very neglect of any 
one dutie, commanded vs in the worde, and 
knowne vnto vs, redoundeth to the contempt 
of the Lorde himſelſe, who is the W 
an 
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and therefore the right perufing of the ſeueral 
duties commanded vs in his Law, will bring vs 
from our pretended profeſſion, to an approued 
practiſe of ſuch duties as are commanded vs of 
the Lord: forthe Lord beholdeth not the out- 
ward obedience alone, but he looketh tothe o- 
bedience of the heart, and therefore Salomos 
ſaith in the perſon of God, My ſonne, gine me 
thy heart: and the Lord in Deut. comma 

the children of Iſrael, to loue him with all iheir 
heart, with all their ſoule, and all their ſtrength. 
Thus we haue heard how king /e«ſb hearkened 
with conſent vnto the counſell of his Princes: 
alſo, how the Lord hath puniſhed many other, 
for following of wickedcounſell : and againe, 
how the godly haue refuſed to be led by it: and 
againe, how wee are to ſet our ſelues againſt 
home-bred counſellers, namely our owne con- 
eupiſcence and fleſhly affections, which like 
traytors and rebels haue conſpired our ouer- 
throw: and laſtly, how we are to approue our 
hearts before God in the ptactiſe of thoſe 
ſeuerall duties, which he hath commaunded vs 
in his word: and fo much for the third circums 
8 it is ſaid, that hehearkened vnts 
them, ' © | 

Now it followeth to be confidered, wherein 

the King is ſaid to haue followed their coun- 
ſell, intheſe words. They left the bouſe of — 
Lor 
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Lord God of their fathers, and ſerued groues 
«nd idols. | 

By which words it appeareth, that as they 
left off to ſerue God, according as they had bin 
inſtructed and taught by /chorade in the lawes 
andcommandements giuen by Moſes; ſo alſo 
they left the place of (G3odsworth:p , namely 
the houſe of God, and the holy temple built 
by Salomon, and ſerued their Idols in other pla- 
ces of their o. vn invention, But firſt let vs con- 
Gder how God is ſaid to be the ef therr fa- 
thers. God calleth himſelfe, T h God of Abra. 
bam, the God of ſaac and the God of Jacob, 
and bound himſelfe by a couenant to be a God 
vnto them and to their ſeed for euer: and there- 
fore Iacob when he ſtood in feare of his brother 
Eſau, turneth himſelfe by prayer vntoGod; 
laying, O God of my father Abraham, and 
God ef my father Iſaac &c. As the Lorde 
would haue no other gods ioyned with him, 
w he gaue commandement for the maner of 
his worſhip, how it ſhould be performed, and 
alſo for the place, where the Iewes ſhould aſ- 
ſemble themſelves to offer their (acrifices,and 
other ritesand ceremonies; commanded chem 
in the Law by AZ9ſes, as appeareth in Deut. 
where Moſes ſpeaketh thus vnto them, Tow 
ſhall ſeeke the place which the Lord your God 


ſpalchuſe ont of all your tribes to put his name 
there 
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there to dwell, and thither thou ſhalt come. 
And againe he faith, Tale heede that chow 


offer not thy barer offerings in eery place that Deut. 13. 
850 


»ſceſt, but in the place whichthe Lord ſhal 


.chuſe in one of yoar tribes. And therefore the 


Arke which was made did repreſent Gods 
eſence, and was placed in Shilo, where 
ome thinke it remayned more then three 


hundred yeeres, and afcerwards was remo- - 


ued into other places, till the appointed time 
that God commanded Salomon to build the 
Temple: after which time the Iſraelites were 
commaunded to reſort thither, for the 
performance of ſuch ſacrifices and othet 
rites and ceremonies, which were required 
of them by the Lord: all which ſeruice and 
worſhip continued till the comming of 
Chriſt: although it were altogether corrupted 
amongſt the lewes, as allo amongſt the 
high Prieſts with the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and aſter that Salomon had builded che Tem - 
ple, hee made his prayer vnto God, that 
the Lord would haue his eares open vnto 
the prayers of his ſeruants, which ſhould pray 
vnto him intharplace, and that if any ſhoul 
be ledde into captiuitie, and returne vatorhe 
Lorde by repentatice , with their faces to · 
to beate them: ne lis pray- 
i | et, 


wards the _— thathee would be ready ay 6 


To 


came vnto it 
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er, inthe next Chapter : Thus they left off 
to ſerue God, and became Idolaters, and ha» 
fied Gods iudgements againſt themſelues. 
What ſhonld I ſpeake of out Italian and Ro- 
miſh worſhippers, when as euery man that 
bath any fight at all, may ſee their groſſe and 
alpable dealing, in abſenting themſelues 
bom our aſſemblies, andfaigning vnto them» 
ſelues a religion of their own braine . So 
that as they haue forſaken the fellowſhip of 
Godschildren inthe congregation,ſo haue 
they forſaken God himſe)fe, and ſer vp Idols 
in God his ſtead, caſting downe themſelues 
before them, and worſhipping them: but if 
they will ſay they worſhip not the Idoll ot 
image, but God in them or by them this is 
groſſe idolatrie, befoſore God. But bleſſed be 
God for that it hath pleaſed his Maieſty to 
ſtir vp our gracious Queene to tre ad in the 
ſteps of good Execbias and /oflasto _ 

the Idoll groues and temples with thoſe hig 
places, orrather high Altars which were ere- 
cted for the ſacrifices of their Maſe and o- 
ther their ſuperſtition. Another ſort there are 
that haue leſt our publike aſſemblies, ſaying, 
we haue neither Church norlawfullminiſte- 
72 and yet haue ſome of them confeſſed that 
e knowledge which they haue, they firſt 
4 hearing of the * — 


— — 
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God in our congtegations, preachedby thoſe 

whom now they do condemne: they pretend 

purity in the profeſſion ofthe Goſpel, and ſee 

not that their proceeding cannot be warran- 

ted by the word,nay ſome ofthem haue cone 

feſſed that ſince that they left of to heate the 

word preached, they haue found themſelues 

very colde in religion. Theſe with others are 

puffed vp with a certaine proud conceit of 
themſelues, and doe beare themſelues very 
ſtubbornly cowards their ſuperiours , eyther 
forgetting, or elſe not hauing learned the leſ- 

ſon of mecknes and humility of our Sauiour ; 
Chriſt, I will not ſpeake of the idle life of lu. t 
ſome of them, how they haue neglected their 

ealling, wandring from place to place, and 

living by the labours of others, but it were 

well if we could approue our humility in 

ſome meaſure before God and men, with ho- 

ly Dauid, who ſaith, My beart is not baughty, 

neither are my eyes lofty , neither hane I Plalnzt 
walked in great matters and bid from me:by 

which words the Prophet apptooueth him- 

ſelfe before God as one of his, and purgeth 
himfelfe from this fin of pride. There are alſo 

ſome which although they leaue not of alto- 

gether to heare the word, yet how much 
time do they ſpend in reading bookes vnpro- 


ficable and prophane , which tendeth much 
: C2 to 


AR 17.11 


36 T he fall of King Joaſb. 
to the hurt ofa good mind, being ſtuffed with 
many lies and tales, as the booke of King 
Ari bur, Sir Triftram , Sir Lancclet, the 
booke of Steg ging, Benis of Southhamp- 
ton, the — 3 vnſauory tales filled with 
ribaldry, I ſay nothing of amorous bookes, 
yea, rather yenemous bookes flowing with 
laſciuiouſnes and vncleannes, and ſuch other 
dregs of the like Ramp, which were fitter for 
the fire then the preſſe, & in theſe toyes while 
many do ſpend their time in reading of them 
they neuer complaine of wearines, although 
they ſpend diuers houres in the forenoone, 
and alſo in the aſternoone: hut the hearing of 
the wordof God is irkſome vnto them, & yet 
they can be content to dtiue away the time 
(as they ſay ) which haue ſhewed before, 
ſhould be better imployed: yea the long win- 
tet nights muſt by that meanes be ſhortnedʒ 
and as the eares of many are very attentiue, 
ſo their hearts are carried away with a cer - 
tain delight of ſuch ſtuffe as they heare out of 
ſuch prophane bookes, but as for the ſacred 
book of God the holy Bible, it lieth in a cor- 
ner being ſeldome vſedſif there be any). And 
theſe although they do not altogether refuſe 
to heare the word of God, yet it hath not 
wrought ſuch a reliſh in them, that with the 
noblemen of Bereatheyſcarchthe ſcripture 
an! 
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andtherefore as the Lord ſaith, M rakef 
' thow my wordin thy mouth, and hateſ to be 
reformed? So it may be ſaid tothoſe,why bea 
reſt thou my werd, and bateſt to bereformed, 
Wel, ſor as much as it is the work of God his 
ſpirit, both to will and to doe the thing that 
is good, we muſt haue ourtecourſe vnto God 
(by praier)to work thoſe things in vs which 
nature will not afford, that we hearing the 
word, may reape ſuch profit as that we may 
reliſh and taſte it to the building of vs vp in 
Chriſt, Now as it is the part of all mento la- 
bout for a ſauing knowledge, ſo alſo muſt this 
knowledge beget a practiſe in all thoſe that 
ptofeſſe che Goſpel, following the example 
of the godly in the ſcripture , who after they 
had the tree of faith planted in them, = 
broughtforth fruit accordingly, as appeare 


by Zacheus, Luk. 19. and that we may be Lule. 19 


the better ſtirred vpto vie the means for faith, 
let vs conſider the example of ſome whom 
the holy Ghoſt hach ſer out vnto vs, and our 
ſauiour Chriſt himſelfe vpbraiding the flub- 
borne lewes bringeth in that exiple worthy 
of memory, to wit, the Queene of the ſouth, 
who is ſaid to come from the vttermoſt 7 — 
of the eatth, to heare the wiſedome of Sa. 
lemon, and behold ſaith he, a greater then Sa- 
amor is here, ſhe is ſaid to haue left for a time 
C3 her 


Luke.8 
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her fruitful country Arabia calledSaba,when 
as ſhe might haue had ſufficienc excuſes for 
her ſtay at home;fir{t the weaknes of her ſex; 
with the longues of the journey, the perill of 
her owne perſon, inſlurrections and commo - 
tions in her abſence, many things of moment 
might haue ſtayed her; but ſhe laying aſide 
all excuſes What ſoeuer, came with a reſolute 
purpoſe to heate the wiſedome of Salam on. 
We have beard bow the noble men of Berea 
ſearched the ſcripture after they had heard 
the DoQtrine of the Apoſtles, Alſo I remem· 
ber that famous Ladie of Herods court ac- 
companied with other godly women, being 
the wife of Herod: ſteward, x hom the Euan- 
geliſt teporteth that they went to heare our 
Sauiour preach out of a ſhip, they ſtanding 
by the Sea fide, there being a throng of many 
people, it ſhould ſeeme ſhee ſtood not vpon 
het diſparagement, or diſctedit which ſhee 
might reape by her going to the Sermon of 
Chriſt, and that allo to the ſea (ide: neither 
yet did ſhe much reſpect her own caſe, for we 
do not read of any pewes ſtooles, or cuſhins 
that were prepared for her: No, no ſhee 
ſtood notypon any of theſe things as many 
ef our tender dames doe now a daies, wha 
may ifthey will heare the word of God in our 
publique aſſemblies in the Church, and not 


trauell 
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trauell as they did farre for it, but this muſt 
be the worke of the ſpitit of God inthe, as no 
doubt it was in this Ladie, and the other wo- 
man who went withan earneſt deſire to pro- 
fic themſelues by the doctrine of Chriſt, 
which defire ifit be wanting, in any that vſeth 
to heate the word, they ſhall hardly profit by 
it. And therefore as it is ſaid, that Simeon 
came into the Temple by the motion of the 
fpirit and found Chriſt , ſo if we will finde 


Chriſt to our ſaluation, ler vs craue at the Luke,z 


hands of God the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpi- 
rit, when we frequent the exerciſes of teligi- 
on, and thus much for the fourth point. No 
it followeth in the laſt circũſtance, And mrath 
came vpon luda & leruſalem becauſe oftbeir 
treſpaſſe. The wrath of God as one ſaith, is not 
an heat of a troubled mind, as it is in vs poore 
wretches;but a iuſt reuenge and puniſhment 
ofour ſinnes, and the ſcripture doth very no- 
tably ſpeake vnto vs according to our capa» 
citic in attributing vnto God , wrath, furie, 
and indignation, and it is, becauſe that we 
for the moſt part are ſo blockith, as chat we 
cannot apprehend as we ought , the great- 
neſſe of his divine Maieſtie, neither yet ſeare 
his iudgements; the wrath of God is ſo feare- 
full a thing that no conſuming fire, or the 
moſt terrible things that are vſed of the Lord 
C 4 to 
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to cottec his people, cannot at the ful fuffici« 
ently informe ys of the great vehemenc ie 
thereol, the Prophet ſaith, f 4 man will not 
turns, bo will whet bis ſword, be bath bent bus 
bow and made it readie, be bath prepared the 
inftruments of death, he bath prepared bit 
arrowes againſt the perſecutors,&c, The Lord 
will not ſuffer the wicked to goe ſcotftee and 
vnpuniſhed, for ſo it ſtandeth with his iuflice, 
and yet he is ſlow to anger, and ſuch a one 
as is ſotie for out offences. We haue many ex · 
eamples in the ſctipture how hee meete ch 
with all forts of finners, yea the Lord ſpa · 
red not our grand parents Adam and Exe, 
but for their offences, he baniſhed then out 
of Eden, which was a moſt fruitfull aud de- 
lghtfull place, and alſo inflied a grieuous 
puniſhment vpon them hilt , ſaying to the 
woman, Iwill greatly creaſe thy ſorr owes, 
and thy conceptions . in ſorrow ſhalt thou, 
bring forth thy children, and thy deſire ſhalbe 
ſubeett to th husband, and be ſpall rule ener 
tbee, Alſo vnto A dam he ſaid: Becauſe thou 
haſt obeyedihe voyce of thy wife, ana baſt ea- 
ten of the tree whereof I commannaca ivee, 
ſeymg thou ſpalt not eate of it: cui ſed i the 
earth for thy ſake, Cc. And ſurche r he tlaub, 
In the ſmeat of thy face thou alt eate bread 
toll tbo return tothe earth. For linne the old 
world 


— 
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worlde was de with the flood. S Gen. ib. 
dom was conſumed with fire and brimſtone. 

Corab and his company went downe into 

the bowels of the eat. The lſraelies were 

grieuouſly puniſhed many times for their diſ- 

obedience and manifold rebellions , as ap- 

peareth in the books of Moſes and the Pro- 

phers. Dauid loft threeſcore and tenthou- Chu 2. chax. 

land men, hom the Lorde deſttoyed win 2. 

the peſtilence. Sew! was depoſed from his 

lingdome, afflicted and vexcd with a diuell, 

and after ſlaine, as alſo his eue ſonnes, his 

armour bearer and his men in one day. Ka- 

boam the tonne of Salomon of 12. tribes lot 

ten. Sedecras was ledde captive into Babilon, . King. 4. 

and his eyes put out. Pharaoh with his cha Exod. 14.2% 

riots ouerwhelmed in the red Sea. Hered 

came to a horrible end. Sexacharib {lane by 

his owne ſetuants. Chron. 2. chap. 32. ſeſa- 

bell caſt out of the window. /owas caſt inta 

the ſea, Ionas 1. A cenaine Prophet ſlaine by 

2 lyon. 1. Kin. 20. The children that moc- 

ked the man of God Elizess, were tome 

with Beares. Infinite are the examples of 

Gods wrath and heauie diſpleaſure ypon the 

wicked and prophane as wee may reade of 

Eſau, Abſolon, Achitopbel, Indas, with many 

other. Yea the Lorde bath puniſhed many 

Kingdoms tor ſinne: the Romaines, che —_ 
| m 


Ty ä 

- * 

a 42 
* 


Oriokus lib. 7, 


Cap.5» 


— — 


The fall of King laaſb. 
dom ofthe Chaldeans , the kingdome ofthe 
Perſians, the kingdom of the Macedonians, 
the Carthaginians:nay,the Lord hath not ſpa- 
red the famous citic of Ieruſalem with the 
holy temple where his Name dwelt. But as 
he did often afflict the lewes his choſen peo- 
ple, ſo at the laſt he made Ieruſalem euẽ with 
the ground, neuer to be reediſied againe: 
which was cſpecially for the contempt of his 
word which hee ſent vntothem by his Pro- 

hets, and alſo for teiecting of our Sauiout 
Chriſt with his doctrine. and myracles which 
he wrought among them, and therefore our 
Sauiour prophecyeth of their perpetuall de. 
ſtruction. Pax/preached to the Coloſſians, 
Hierapolitans and Laodiceans, but they con- 
temned his doctrine, and therefore one wit - 
neſſeth, rhat the earth opened and ſwallowed 
them vp, But what ſhould I ſay, the reward 
of ſinne is death:and the ſaule that finneth (hat 


— — 


_ die:and to draw to an end, this punithment 


whichthe Lord laid vpon Ioaſb, the Princes, 
and people, may be ſufficient to admoniſn vs 
to beware of Idolatrie or any other ſinne, leaſt 
we pull the like iudgements vpon our owne 
heads: and let vs remember chat one ſaitli; 
the puniſnment of one is an example for all: 
then ic temainetli, that as we haue heard that 
God is iuſt in puniſhing of ſinue as well in 
his 
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his children as in the wicked, that we labour 

to preuent his wrath , by turning vnto him, 
wee feele the like iudgement: and 17 

let vs not paſſe by any affliction or trou- f 

ble which hee vſeth to lay vpon any, or vp- 

on our ſelues, but tather to lay them to our 

hearts, making that vie of them, for the which 

they are ſent, which is, that we may by tbem 

he made more fitte for God: this vſe made 

Dauid of his troubles, when he ſaid; It was pal 

good for me that [ was in trouble exc, and Sa- Ec _ = 

mos faith; Jr i better to go to the heuſeof © 

mourning , then ta the houſe of feaſting; for 

the lining will lay it to his heart. So it is better 

ſometime to be inaduerſitie, then in proſperi- 

tie; for good men will make vſe of it, but it 

is the policie of Sathan, that wee ſhould ne- 

uer apply God his iudgements, which we ſee 

to be vpon others, vnto our ſelues, in ſuch 

ſort, as wee ſhould thereby profit in repen- 

tance. Amongſt many good meanes to draw Sinne vnre- _ 

men to ynfaigned repentance of their ſinnes mos _ 

before God. and in their owne heart; this, me — 

thioketh ſhould not be of the leaſt force, wel 

and deepely to weigh the ſeareful effects, that 

finne vnrepented of, bringeth ſoorth in the 

fight of God, and men, and in their owne | 

minds, thar line ſo impenitently. 4 

1. Fiſt it quencheth, yea driueth my 
t 
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the power and working of Gods ſpirit in ys, 
which being molt holy and — of it ſelfe, 
cannot abide to dwel in, much leſſe to worke 
effectually in an vncleane ſoule and impeni- 
tent heart. 

2 Secondly, it hindereth vs from the right 
and holy profit that we might receiue by the 
worde of God, which is not profitable oor 
powerfull in any, but thoſe that tremble 
thereat, as God ſpeaketh in Eſay. 

3 Thirdly, it ſnuttech our mouthes from 
inuocation, prayer, and calling vpon Gods 
name, forhow can wee call vpon him, in 
whom ve beleeue not, or how can we be ſaid 
to beleeue, whileſt we continue in out ſinnes. 

4 Fourthly it cauſeth God to ſtop his cares 
from hearing our prayers, or graunting our 
requeſts, for God heateth not ſinners: and a- 

| gaine, the prayers of the wicked are abomi- 
nable, as the Scripture ſaith. 
4 5 Lafily, it prouoketh God, (that of his 
Ny  ownenatureis moſt inclinable ynto all mer- 
| 
| 


cie) through our ſinnes. to let in vpon vs all 
the floods of his eternall Iuſtice, to our ſeate- 
[ full confuſion, oui ſinnes and nothing el ma- 
ö | king a ſeparaiton betwixt vs a;id God, as the 
| lu. 15. Prophet affir:neth. 

N , Amonglt many things, that ſhould reprefle 
— the rage of linge beſore we fall, or els ſhuuld 

moue 
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moue vs to vnfeipned repentance, after ſinne : 
— ans — — — og 
of great force and power, namely, that euen ment vpon all 
ſome particular mens ſinnes vnrepentedof, eſtates and 
ot winc ked at and not puniſhed, may and do P<rions. 
iuſtly prouoke Gods heauie indignation, a- 
gainſt all eſtates and perſons. 

1 As firſt for example againſt the Ma- 

rates, becauſe that God _— put the 
| wr of holy authoritie into their hands, for 
the puniſhment of euill, and maintenance of 
good, they haue not (according to Gods 
word. their duties, and the haynouſneſſe of 
the offence) puniſhed the ſame. 

2 Againſt Minifters, becauſe God ha- 
uing put into their mouthes, the worde of 
trueth, and — — thereby to cut 
downe ſinne, they contrary vnto Gods ex- 
preſſe commandement, and their owne con- 
ſcience and calling, haue bin tongue- tied and 
durſt not ſpeake. 

3 Ageinſt the people, becauſe that they 
( keeping themſelues notwithſtanding in the 
compaſſe of their Chriſtiãcalling) haue not 

ſharpe reprooſe, either ſhewed their diſ- 
likes of the ſinnes committed or their loue la- 


bouring the conuerfion of the offending 


4 And againſt the partic committing it, 
| becauſe 


Malac. 2. 
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becauſe they through impenitencie and hard 
hettedneſſe continuing in inne, and hauing 
few or no meanes for their reclaiming, can 
not but looke for featefull indignation, and 
wrath from the Lord for the ſame; 

But the wicked do defetre theirrepentance 
not thinking Gods iudgementes to be at 
hand, when as indeed the Lorde hach ſtret- 
ched out his arme already to firike. But it is 
otherwiſe with the children of God, who are 
not drawne by a ſlauiſn feare of puniſhment 
ynto obedience, but rather of a childlikeloue 
they beate vnto God their father, through and 
by which loue, they perfourme villingly that 
whichthe Lord hath commaunded : accor- 
ding to that meaſure of grace, which God 
hath given them, omitting alſo the contrary 
throughloue, whichobedience is no doubt 
acceptable roGod, WE | 

The Lord for his Chriſts ſake, touch out 
hearts with ſuchloueto his Maieſtic, that all 
our wayes may pleaſe him, and that as wee 
haucinioyed many yeeres of peace and plen- 
tie of temporary — with the prea- 
ching of his glorious Goſpell, vndet the 
raigne of our moſt dread Soueraigne, ſo let 
vs call vpon his name for the continuance of 
all his mercies with the pteſeruation of our 
oracious Queene ; that although our ſinnes 

| haue 
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haue prouoked the contrary, yet that hee 
would graunt vs theſe things, for his Chriſt 
his ſake our onely Lorde and Sauiour, to 
whom with God the Father and the holy 
Ghoſt, we acknowledge to be due, and de- 

fire in our hearts to yeeld all praiſe, 
glory and honor, both now 

and euermore. 

Amen. 


What ere thou be, pray God alwayes, 
Tobleſſe our Oueexe with happie dayes: 
Whoſe wiſdome under God ſo long, 

Hath kept this Realme from forreine wrong. 
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